PREFACE
MOST of the pieces included in this volume have seen the
light before in one or other of a variety of publications in
which till now they have lain scattered. I have ventured
to collect these disjecta membra and submit them afresh to
the reader, to whom they might otherwise not be easy of
access, in the hope that he may find at least some of them
to be of more than ephemeral interest. Apart from a few
necessary corrections I have allowed them to stand in their
original form without attempting to trim or prune them,
though some of the sheaves tied up in this bundle were
reaped in harvests long years ago. On the whole I have
not seen reason to change my views on any essential point
dealt with in these pages. Such supplementary observations
as I have thought it worth while to make are printed together
in the Notes at the end of the volume.
The essay " On certain Burial Customs as illustrative of
the Primitive Theory of the Soul" was my first serious
incursion into the wide field of Comparative Anthropology.
On the subject of which it treats I have since collected a
good deal of fresh evidence which I hope hereafter to embody
in a separate work on that fear of the dead which has influ-
enced profoundly the growth of religion,
The essay on Taboo was contributed as an article to the
Ninth Edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. When I
undertook to write it I supposed that taboo was a system
peculiar to Polynesia; it was only in studying the evidence
that I came to perceive that the Polynesian system is only a
particularly well-developed instance of a social phenomenon